
You know you are doing well when you get the seal
of approval from music impresario Andrew Lloyd-
Webber – especially when he commissions you to

paint not one, but three portraits of him to grace the walls
of his Majorcan hideaway.
And that is par for the course for the hugely successful

Bradford-born artist Alan Hydes, now living the artistic
dream in Deia, Majorca and painting for many high-pro-
file stars as well as Lloyd-Webber.
To get the stamp of approval from big names including

the musical theatre genius is no mean feat, as Lloyd-
Webber is said to have an art collection valued at £500
million which is said to include pre-Raphaelite paintings
and Picassos.
Famous as the place where creative types flock and the

home for more than 60 years of writer Robert Graves,
Deia has a magical quality that helps artists and musi-
cians alike.
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Island of

inspiration
Yorkshire artist Alan Hydes has made beautiful Deia in Majorca
his home. He told Dolores Cowburn about the magical qualities
the Spanish island offers, and how it influences his painting

I can’t think
of a better
way to enjoy
life than do
something
you enjoy
every day

“
Living art

4

Alan, a first-class graduate from the Birmingham
College of Art, is no exception. Following one trip to the
island 12 years ago, courtesy of Bradford businessman
Rob Fleming, the managing director of Pace in Shipley,
the artist decided to make his base in Deia more perma-
nent.
He now has an artist’s residence at the Hotel La

Residencia in Deia, where previous guests have included
Hollywood stars Harrison Ford and Tom Hanks, movie
director Francis Ford Coppola, and more recently super-
model Kate Moss, former Oasis star Noel Gallagher and
Howard Donald, from Take That.
Alan has also helped Andrew Lloyd-Webber’s children

to paint, and he holds art classes for holidaymakers com-
ing to the exclusive hotel.
“I came to Deia for a couple of weeks’ holiday, although

I didn’t really fancyMajorca,” he said. “Rob Fleming invit-
ed me. It’s not until you see a place like Deia and how
beautiful it is – it is really, really fantastic. I then saw an
estate agent and they managed to find me a house.

“Once I got here I bought the house in a derelict state. It
used to be owned by a German pop star who had let it
run down so I renovated it.
“I was just going to have a house as a studio, but I didn’t

want to leave here. The Mediterranean light is great and
artists like Picasso and Matisse have been here.
“I have been really lucky because when I was looking

for somewhere to stay, the manager of La Residencia



heard. He knew of my work in England and said ‘Why
don’t you have a studio in La Residencia?’
“I was really lucky to get somewhere to paint and live.

Now the guests see me and get painting classes, and talk
to me about painting.”
Alan paints vibrant work in a variety of media using

acrylic, watercolour and oils. One of the pictures in his
studio shows a girl swimming; it was modelled by a local
girl who also let Alan paint her portrait.
He learned to draw aged eight, and went on to work on

three Yorkshire painting shows, working with his good
friend and fellow Bradford-born artist, David Hockney.
Alan was a television director and producer before
becoming a full-time painter. He presented TV’s Portraits
of the Stars, painting celebrities such as Thora Hird,
Ricky Tomlinson and Leeds dramatist Kay Mellor.
“When I am painting sometimes I can’t believe the way

things worked out,” he said. “There is always something
driving me. I’m just the little guy in the middle doing it.”
How did he get started in the art world?
“I really loved art when I was little and got involved. A

lot of schools teach art and I actually have a systemwhere
I had to master using the pencil,” he says. “When chil-
dren master that they have that confidence. I find quite
alot of children here have gone on and done really well.”
Talking about his work and famous people he has met

along the way, he adds: “Andrew Lloyd-Webber wanted a
portrait that would represent him.

“Tom Hanks was here filming Cloud Atlas with Halle
Berry. Tom used to come and eat in the restaurant. Nick
Rhodes fromDuranDuranwalked in with a really attrac-
tive girl. I shot a video with him in Cannes.
“This summer Rhys Ifans (who has appeared in films

such as Superman andNottingHill), KateMoss andNoel
Gallagher have been here.”
When the hotel closes in the winter months, Alan

heads off elsewhere to paint portraits and look at exhibi-
tions.
“I go toMadrid. There is some amazing art in Spain,” he

said.
He says themagic inDeia is partly down to thewonder-

ful light and vibrant natural colours, which is a gift for an
artist.
“I have friends that came here 25 years ago and didn’t

go home,” he said. “For me it has this kind of presence
about it,” he adds.
“What you get is a really deep silence at night. All I can

hear from the house is the sea and I go into a really deep
sleep.
“I really love it. It isn’t work – I knew what work was

when I was directing and producing TV. I love doing this
and getting paid for it. I get up and paint, and you are rich
if all you want to do is that.
“I can’t think of a better way to enjoy life than do some-

thing you enjoy every day.”
For youngsters hoping to pursue a career in art, Alan’s

advice is to “just learn the basic principle of how to draw
and get things right.
“It is confidence then you go and develop painting. Get

them to get it right. It is a great feeling of satisfactionwhen
people look at what you do.”
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